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Today we’re going to be talking about a new program we’ll be starting soon called
Think Through Math.

• First we will watch a video and look at a few slides to learn about the Think
Through Math program.
• We will go through the different activities you’ll be doing and I’ll give you some
strategies for success.
• Then we’ll talk about my expectations for you in Think Through Math.
[OPTIONAL]
• We will also set some class goals.
• If we reach our class goals, we will all earn a reward that I’ll talk about later.
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[This video (2:51 play time) will provide your students a great introduction to the TTM
program from a student perspective. Two students, Nico and Taylor, will share with
your students what Think Through Math is for them, what they will get out of the
program, and how it will help them learn math. There are two ways to play the
video.]
1. Download the Video
a. Teacher Action: Click on the play button on the power point to
download and watch the TTM Student Intro video.
b. The video is 15.2 MB and will play on your computer’s video player, such
as Windows Media Player.
2. Play the video from the TTM Support Page
a. Teacher Action: Using your teacher login credentials, go to
thinkthroughmath.com
b. Click Login
c. Click Login as a Teacher or Administrator and type in your username and
password.
d. The Quick Start pop-up may appear. Click Close.
e. Click on Support in the top orange menu.
f. Click on the video called TTM Student Intro. The video will pop-up in a
module.
g. Click the play button to watch the video
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• Think Through Math is an online math program.
• That means you can use it anywhere you have Internet access.
• Think Through Math even has contests that will reward you when you use it
outside of school hours…evenings, weekends and over school breaks.
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• You will have your own pathway that is unique to your needs as a math student.
• You will have your own avatar that you can customize.
• You can choose the learning coach that gives you help along the way.
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Your efforts in math can earn you THINK points.
Think Through Math has a cool point system that gives you the opportunity to use
your points in different ways.
• customize your avatar
• donate to a charity
• win prizes for your class
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A variety of fun, motivational contests take place throughout the year to maintain
student engagement and motivation. Classes will compete to be the best in the state
or nation. The winning classes may be awarded with a trophy or an assembly.
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Each lesson could have as many as 7 activities.
Each activity has a particular goal.
• In Pre-Quiz, you can skip the lesson if you get 80% or better.
• In Warm Up, the problems review the math that this lesson builds on.
• In Focus, you get a preview of the math in the lesson.
• In Guided Learning, you do problems that have math help and answer feedback
that help you learn and understand the math.
• In the Problem Solving Process, you learn a 5-step process that you can use to
solve word problems.
• In Independent Practice, you prepare to be successful on tests.
• In the Post-Quiz, you show what you learned in the lesson.
Guided Learning and the Problem Solving Process are the places where you can
access a live Think Through Math teacher.

An entire lesson will take 30-45 minutes to complete and is worth up to 1,250 points!

8

[Using the next set of slides, walk your students through the process of receiving help
from the learning coach and accessing the live, Think Through Math teachers. This is
very important to walk through so they know how and when to receive help.]
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In Guided Learning, the learning coach and the live teachers are available to support
you.
When you start a problem and are not sure where to even begin, you should click on
your learning coach for support.
[Teacher Action: Click on the learning coach in the bottom right hand corner to
advance to the next slide.]
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As you can see, you will receive specific instruction on the math in your problem.
The prompt (highlighted in yellow) tells you what to click to receive all of the
instruction for the problem.
[Teacher Action: Click on the shaded parts of the rectangle (red squares) to
advance to the next slide.]
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If this is enough help, you can click on Close or click on Replay to see the screen
replay the advice.
If you need further help, click on More Math Help and more instruction will be
provided.
[Teacher Action: Click on More Math Help button in the bottom right hand corner
to advance to the next slide.]
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The next math help uses pictures to show adding fractions.

[Teacher Action: Click on the “click the operation” direction highlighted in yellow
to advance to the next slide.]
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When you click subtraction, you see a picture that shows subtraction. Click Close to
try to solve the problem.

[Teacher Action: Click on the CLOSE button in the bottom right hand corner to
advance to the next slide.]
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Any time you choose an answer you get feedback that helps you learn.
[Teacher Action: Click on the learning coach in the bottom right hand corner to
advance to the next slide.]
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When you select an answer you get feedback. You can learn from the feedback.
You can always go back to the problem to choose another answer or to go to your
learning coach. Or, you can get more math help by clicking Math Help.
[Teacher Action: Click on the Math Help button in the bottom right hand corner to
advance to the next slide.]
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Once you use all the help the learning coach has, the learning coach will send you to
a Think Through Math live, certified math teacher to receive help on the problem
with which you were having difficulty.
Remember to make sure your headphones are on so that you can hear the Think
Through Math teacher speaking to you.
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With your THINK points, you will be able to customize your avatar.
There are a few free items to get you started, but you’ll want to earn points doing
math to have more choices.
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As you work through Think Through Math and complete problems, pass quizzes,
donate to charities, you will earn badges.
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[We highly recommend having the students use the TTM Math Journal or a notebook
while using the program to show their work. You can download a pdf of the journal
by going to your teacher page, choosing SUPPORT and looking under KNOWLEDGE
BASE for “Student Math Journal”. Below are our best practices for using the TTM
Math Journal. Feel free to modify these as you see fit.]
I want to make sure that you’re doing your best on all the activities. Here are my
expectations for how you’ll be using your journal/notebook.
• Write your goals at the beginning of the week and note how you did when you
make your goals for the next week. We will review these goals together frequently.
• Take notes and show your work as you do the math. Always label these entries
with the date, lesson, and activity.
• I will collect your journals to see how you are doing. [Tell students how often you
will do this.]
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• Make sure you always have headphones on. You can click a button to have the
text read to you and there is a lot of audio in the program.

• Always try your best. You will earn the most points if you answer the question
right on the first try. You also get a huge point bonus if you pass your post-quiz.
• Click the learning coach and Math Help buttons. Read the instruction given. If it
doesn’t solve your problem, keep asking for help until you either understand the
problem or get to the live help. You don’t lose points for using help.
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Now I want to make sure that you all know what your goals are for working on TTM.
• Our goal is that we’ll all pass at least 1 target lesson per week. If we can keep to that goal,
I’ll reward the class with [insert reward here].
• Also, our class can choose a class reward to work towards. We can choose between ____
and _____.
[Either give students two choices or brainstorm something acceptable to you.] Which one do
we want to work towards?
We’ll have some time in class to work on TTM each week, but you may need to find some
time outside of class to work on it as well.
Some of you may not have a computer at home. Who can tell me where you can access the
program?
• Answers:
• Library at school or local library
• School – during class, before/after school, at lunch
• A friend’s house who has the Internet and take turns on TTM
• A relative’s house
• After school program or a local YMCA
Through TTM, we can select a class reward that we want to work towards. That reward will
require us to contribute 1,000,000 points. If we do that we can earn a pizza party or a gift
card for classroom supplies. Which one do you want to work towards?
OPTIONAL:
In addition, I want to challenge you all as a class. My challenge is to get all of you to complete
at least 20 lessons. Once we reach that goal we will have [insert reward here].

22

Now let’s get started! We are going to access the Internet using Google Chrome or
Mozilla Firefox as your Internet browser.

Next, I want you to navigate to the website, thinkthroughmath.com. Click Login and
enter your username and password that is on your Start Card.
I’m going to let you spend 5 minutes selecting your learning coach and customizing
your avatar. Then you will begin your Placement Test.
The very first thing you’ll be doing is a placement test that will make sure you start
out with the lessons that are right for you. It will ask you about 15 to 20 questions
and you won’t be able to ask for help. Also, the questions will get more difficult or
easier depending on how you do. Don’t worry if you don’t know the math. That’s
expected.
Just do your best. This test is trying to figure out where you need to start in Think
Through Math.
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